
President’s Report  1 July 2019 

Another year has gone and it is now over 3 and a half years since we decided to do 

something to promote historic rallying in NSW and form the Historic Rally Club of NSW and 

ACT. 

 I am happy that I had the honour to be President for that time but it is time for some new 

blood and some maybe different approach to some of the things which we have been doing 

as some of them have been successful and other things less so. 

I am very pleased to hand over the reins of the HRC to Mike Batten and will continue to 

support him on the Committee in the future. 

The Club will only survive if we keep up with what people wish to support and some new 

ideas for the club would be great if you have some little time please talk to Mike and see what 

extras we should be doing. 

For the past year I have to report very successful events in the Black Stump Tour of the 

Central West and the NSW Rally Re-Union featuring the LSM Anniversary. 

The Black Stump which was covered in an earlier report to the members and its success was 

due very much to the credit of Arthur Evans and his helpers. The future of this event and 

other Road Rallies with closed road sections is in doubt with some additional requirements 

being pushed on us from CAMS. 

We have yet to have the ‘wrap-up’ from this year’s event as the Sporting Committee of the 

Club has yet to convene the meeting. We will wait now for some new members for that group 

to be appointed in the near future. 

The celebration of the 50th anniversary of the first London to Sydney Marathon was held at 

The Paceways at Penrith in December 2018. It was a great success with near 100 people 

attending including 6 from the original event  being interviewed and Ian Vaughan’s Ford 

Falcon being released from the Ford museum and being shipped up for the day. 

We took the opportunity to recognise all the later trans-continental events that followed 1968, 

and cars and competitors from many of those events came along and shared the 

celebrations. 

The Club has granted Honorary Membership to 4 strong supporters of motor sport over 

generations. Will Hagon (also known as ‘The Voice’), John Smailes (author and motor sport 

commentator). Bill Forsyth (photographer to the sport) and Ray Berghouse (Racing Car 

News etal). Their services have been recognised and retained by the Club. 

We will be hosting another NSW Rally Re-Union this year and have been asked to 

incorporate the inaugural NSW Rally Legends Awards on the day. 

The day will also celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Repco Trial, the last of the true 

challenges we had in Australia. 



My thanks go to the outgoing Committee members and I make special note of thanks to Mike 

Mitchell and Arthur Evans who have decided not to stand this year, standing aside to make 

room for some new ideas on the Committee. 

David Johnson. 


